"The Blaustein speech casts a great deal of light on inter- 
Jewish politics and American Jewish politics. 

I was impressed by the insight this book provides into 

the roots and origins of what we know today as Israeli 
policies and Israeli tactics. Your analysis of that era is 
crucial for understanding the politics of modern Israel. It 
will make a very important source and a welcome 
addition to the Zionist and anti-Zionist literature." 
—Naseer Aruri, Chancellor Professor (Emeritus) of Political 
Science, the University of Massachusetts, Dartmouth, co- 
author of Palestine and the Palestinians: A Social and Political 
History(2006) 


Abba A. Solomon provides startling explanations for the 
"Zionizing" of the otherwise integrated American Jewish 
community, and the development of inordinate 
American support for the State of Israel. 


The author's investigation — of a watershed February 
1948 speech by chairman Jacob Blaustein — shows that 
the American Jewish Committee, then the nation's most 
influential American Jewish organization, had reluctantly 


supported partition of Palestine in an effort to stop 
escalating Jewish nationalist terrorism. 


In fateful moments in America's relations with Palestine, 
after David Ben Gurion declared the Jewish nationalist 
state, the AJC kept silent on the betrayal of its ideal of 
nonsectarian government for all Palestinians. 


This decision has reverberated in the American Jewish 


community since — hostage to Israeli state violence and 
left helpless to offer an alternative to Jewish domination 


of Palestine. 
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THE SPEECH, AND ITS CONTEXT 


Jacob Blaustein's Speech 

"The Meaning of Palestine Partition 
to American Jews" 

Given to the Baltimore Chapter 
American Jewish Committee 
February 15, 1948 


VAN 0) oy. Wa Came ie) Coyeeteyel 


od 


